
















































































OF INTEREST:

In order to effect a closer cooperation between police
laboratories throughout the country, one of our readers has
made the suggestion +that the various technicians offer
their services, on & cooperative basis, to other workers.
This seems to us an excellent suggestion, and the procedure
should prove advantageous to all concerned if put into ef-
fect. '

If any other laboratory is interested, we should be
pleased to announce the names of such departments in THE
TECHNICIAN, provided indicetion is given as to the paritcu-
lar types of examinations which may best be so made Dby
those laboratories.

It is to be understood that this is not to be consid-
ered as an offer by any laboratory +to perform analysés
which would be likely to involwe legal entarMements (as in
case work etc.), for any outside department, Nor is it an
offer to perform examinations which would ordinarily be
possible in the laboratory seeking assistance. Rather, it
will be an offer on the part of individual techniciens to
assist other with problems encountered; in thé identifica-
tion of materials which have not been successfully analyzed
in the laboratory in which originally received; in offering
suggestions as to procedures which might be followed in ex-
amining certain materials; in meking available (in effect)
information, standards and collection files, etec. which
would not be maintained by most laboratories; or in per-
forming enalyses not possible in those laboratories be-
cause of a shortage of equipment.

For example, one department might offer +to run spec-
trographic determinations, another to make available files
of collected specimens of typewriting, cordage, fibers, ex-
plosives, ammunition, wood, pollen grains, et€. etc.

Any such examinations made, and any reports or opin-
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ions offered would necessarily be considered hon-official,
as representing the opinions of the individual technicians
only, and without obligation of the part of anyone concern-
eds Obviously such work as was performed would be done af-
ter the laboratory consulted had completed its own case-
work etc., and might therefore result in delayed reports.
Further, the laboratory offering its services could not be
held responsible for the specimens submitted +to them for
examination. If you are willing to so offer your services,
plegse notify the Editor of this publication.

There would be no charge for these services except in-
sofar as might be necessary to cover the bare costs of ma=-
terials used, particularly where such items constituted a
considerable sum.

In any event, in submitting samples to any of these
laboratories, they should be accompanied by a sufficient a=-
mount of information to indicete exactly what has been done
to the specimen so far, the circumstances under which
found, etc., or any other pertinent data regarding it.

Should this service actually be established between a
number of different laboratories, we Bhould appreciate re-
ceiving notices from the technicians concerned as to the
nature of the services being requested, and of the results,
Only by this means can we determine whether the practice
has value or is being utilized properly.

THE EDITOR

(28)




	vol 1 no7 cover067
	technician2018-03-30-054436
	technician2018-03-30-055804



